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1. The  b ir th  of  the  Citize n 
Pa r tic ipa tory Aud it (CPA) –
Nove mbe r  26, 2012:

q Volunteerism in the 
Philippine Constitution

In trod uc tion
3. Ins titu tiona liza tion:

q In the national budget

q Office managing the 
CPA was created

q Policy 
institutionalizing the 
CPA issued

q In the COA’s Strategic 
Plan up to 2022

q In the Philippine 
National Action Plan 
for OGP 

q The Volunteer Act of 
2007

q The COA’s mandate

q Commitment to the 
Open Government 
Partnership (OGP)

2. Pa r tic ipa tory 
p ilo t a ud its , 
c a p a c ity build ing, 
a nd  p olicy 
formula tion

qWith technical 
assistance 
from 
development 
partners



3Wha t is  Citize n Pa r tic ipa tory Aud it (CPA)?

1
A technique in 

conducting audits with 
citizens / civil society as 
members of audit teams 
of the Commission on 

Audit
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Exa mp le s  of  Citize n Pa r tic ipa tory 
Aud it Enga ge me nts

Ba ra nga y He a lth  Ce nte rs  (Ma r ikina  City)

KAMANAVA Flood  Control Pro je c t (DPWH)

CPA Ac tivitie s

Solid  Wa s te  Ma na ge me nt (16 c itie s ,               
1  munic ipa lity of  NCR)

Fa rm-to-Ma rke t Roa ds

Tour is m Roa ds  Infra s truc ture  Pro je c ts



5Wha t is  Citize n Pa r tic ipa tory Aud it (CPA)?

A technique in 
conducting audits 

with citizens as 
members of COA 

audi teams.

A mechanism for 
sharing of aspirations, 
goals, and objectives 
between the COA and 

civil society
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6CPA Dialogues
COA offic ia ls , 
c itize ns /c ivil 
s oc ie ty 
orga niza tions  
me e t to  s ha re  
a nd  c o-c re a te  
goa ls , ob je c tive s , 
a nd  a ge nda



7Wha t is  Citize n Pa r tic ipa tory Aud it (CPA)?

A technique in 
conducting audits 

with citizens as 
members of COA 

audit teams.

A mechanism for 
sharing of 

aspirations, 
goals, and
objectives 

between the COA 
and civil society

A technique for 
citizen/civil society 
partnership in other 

areas of the COA’s work
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8CPA Ac tivitie s
Pa r tic ip a tory policy
formula tion

Op e ra tiona l Guide line s  in  the  p ilo t 
p ha s e

COA Re s olution No. 2018 – 006 
d a te d  1 Fe b  2018
Ins titu tiona lizing  the  CPA
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Ca pa c ity build ing
Und e rs ta nd ing  the  COA & the  b a s ic s  of  
the  p ub lic  a ud it p roc e s s  (COA 101)

CPA Ac tivitie s

Und e rs ta nd ing  c ivil s oc ie ty orga niza tions  
(CSO 101)

How to  c onduc t a ud it o f  s p e c ific  top ic s

Ge ota gg ing  

Da ta  a na lytic s  a nd  vis ua liza tion
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Simplific a tion 
of  a ud it re por ts

CPA Ac tivitie s

qThe  1-pa ge  
Aud it in  Br ie f



Simp lific a tion 
of  a ud it 
re p or ts

q The  
Pe op le ’s  
CPA Re p or t 
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Wha t is  Citize n Pa r tic ipa tory Aud it (CPA)?

A technique in 
conducting audits 

with citizens as 
members of COA 

audit teams.

A mechanism for 
sharing of 

aspirations, 
goals, and
objectives 

between the COA 
and civil society

A technique for 
citizen/civil 

society 
partnership in 

other areas of the 
COA’s work

A strategy for reform – to 
make civil society more 
involved in governance; 

founded on the premise that 
public accountability can 

prosper only with a vigilant 
and involved citizenry, 
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… a  re ne wa l of  the  s p ir it of  volunte e r is m
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… a fte r  a ll, d e moc ra cy 
is  not jus t FOR the  p e op le ;
it is  a ls o  BY the  p e op le .



15OUTCOMES:  Transparency

Citize ns  b e tte r  und e rs ta nd  & a p p re c ia te :
• gove rnme nt op e ra tions , a nd
• the  p ub lic  a ud it p roc e s s

Doc ume nts  whic h  a re  o the rwis e  only for  the  
e ye s  of  the  s ta te  a ud itors  we re  ma d e  
a va ila b le  to  c itize n-a ud itors



16OUTCOMES:  
Accountability & Anti-corruption

Aud ite e s  imp le me nt a ud it re c omme nd a tions  
fa s te r  whe n c itize n-a ud itors  a re  p a r t of  the  
a ud it te a m

Citize ns  a re  e mp owe re d  to  a r tic ula te  the ir  
s e ntime nts  on  gove rnme nt s e rvic e s  with  
c itize n-a ud itors  in  the  a ud it te a m 



17OUTCOME:  COA complies with ISSAI 12

COA, a s  a  s up re me  a ud it ins titu tion, 
d e mons tra te s  its  ongoing  re le va nc e  to  
c itize ns  p e r  In te rna tiona l S ta nd a rd s  of  
Sup re me  Aud it Ins titu tions  (ISSAI) 12 

Citize n-a ud itors  a nd  the ir  c ivil s oc ie ty 
orga niza tions  s tre ng the n COA’s  a ud it 
te a ms
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Anthony Se p timo
• Forme r  c r itic  of  COA
• Be c a me  a  Citize n-Aud itor  

in  the  CPA of  KAMANAVA 
Flood  Contro l Proje c t

• Now, a  s ta unch cha mp ion 
of  COA

An imp or ta nt ga in                      
o f  the  CPA

“I tru ly b e lieve  tha t good  
gove rna nc e  is  ne ve r  the  s o le  

re s pons ib ility of  the  gove rnme nt.. 
The  b e s t a p p roa ch to  c omba ting  

c orrup tion a nd  ma king  good  
gove rna nc e  work is  c ons truc tive  

e nga ge me nt b e twe e n gove rnme nt 
a nd  its  c itize ns .  I a m ha ppy to  b e  

p a r t o f  the  CPA whe re  I s a w 
firs tha nd  th is                                            

d yna mic s  a t work. “
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Sugge s tions , c omme nts ,  
q ue s tions  will he lp  
us  g row.

Tha nk you

By:  Assistant Commissioner CARMELA S. PEREZ
Commission on Audit

(Supreme Audit Institution of the Philippines)
carmela.perez@coa.gov.ph
csperez0819@gmail.com
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